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TO  THE 

MAYOR,  ALDERMEN,  AND  BURGESSES 

OF  THE 

COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  HASTINGS. 

Gentlemen, 

As  the  year  of  the  last  Census  recedes  further  and  further 
into  the  past,  it  becomes  a matter  of  ever  increasing  difficulty  to 
form  a reliable  estimate  of  the  population  of  the  Borough.  Not 
yet  have  four  years  elapsed  since  the  last  enumeration  of  the 
people,  and  already  it  has  become  impossible  to  calculate  with 
any  certainty  what  effect  the  passage  of  even  this  short  period 
of  time  has  had  on  the  number  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
fluctuations  of  trade,  the  variations  of  prosperity  or  depression 
of  business,  exercise  over  the  the  populations  of  different  localities 
an  influence  which,  at  present,  we  have  an  opportunity  of 
checking  once  only  in  every  ten  years  ; and,  in  estimating  the 
number  of  the  population  at  any  given  time,  we  are  driven  to 
follow  the  rule  that  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  population  has 
increased  or  diminished  between  one  Census  and  the  next,  so  it 
will  continue  to  do  through  the  succeeding  ten-year  period. 

Adopting  this  course,  then,  it  appears  that  at  the  present 
time  the  population  of  Hastings  is  increasing  at  the  rate  of  about 
300  persons  per  annum;  and  that  in  the  middle  of  the  year 
1904  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough  numbered  about  66,500. 
This  estimated  increase  corresponds  almost  exactly  with  the 
natural  increase  of  the  population,  or,  in  other  words,  with  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths  in  the  past  year. 

I append  a table  showing  the  actual  population  of  the 
several  parishes  at  the  last  Census  (1901). 
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Census  of  1901. 


Civil  Parishes. 

Population. 

Persons. 

Males. 

Females. 

St.  Mary  Bulverhythe 

273 

128 

145 

St.  Leonard 

7G93 

2778 

4915 

St.  Matthew  ... 

5783 

2532 

3251 

St.  Mary  Magdalen  

13123 

4610 

8513 

St.  Michael  ...  

323 

143 

177 

| Holy  Trinity  ... 

4825 

1679 

3146 

I St.  Andrew 

1447 

642 

805 

St.  Mary-in-the-Castle 

12498 

5318 

7180 

St  Clement  ... 

1 

4656 

2179 

2477 

All  Saints  ...  

6799 

3113 

3686 

St.  Helens  

6184 

2923 

3261 

Hollington  St.  John  ... 

1924 

900 

1024 

Total 

65,528 

26,948 

38,580 

Births  and  Birth-rate. — The  births  in  1904  were  only  1,170 
in  number  compared  with  1,209  in  1903,  and  1,201  in  1902, 
showing  a considerable  falling  off  from  the  returns  of  previous 
years.  The  birth-rate  was  only  17 ’59  per  thousand  of  estimated 
population,  the  average  of  recent  years  since  the  extension  of 
the  Borough  having  been  19*46.  In  no  previous  year  has  the 
birth-rate  fallen  below  18  per  thousand  of  population. 

The  different  localities  show,  as  usual,  marked  differences 
in  the  birth-rate.  Thus,  in  the  Registration  Sub-District  of  St. 
Mary  Magdalen  (comprising  the  parishes  of  St.  Mary  Bulverhythe, 


St.  Leonard,  St.  Matthew,  and  St.  Mary  Magdalen)  with 
estimated  population  of  27,200,  there  were  332  births  yielding  a 
birth-rate  of  only  12  2 per  thousand.  In  the  Registration  Sub- 
District  of  All  Saints’  (comprising  the  parishes  of  St.  Michael, 
Holy  Trinity,  St.  Andrew,  St.  Mary-in-the-Castle,  St.  Clement  and 
All  Saints’),  with  estimated  population  of  31,000,  there  were  562 
births,  the  birth-rate  being  18T  ; while  St.  Helen’s  Parish,  with, 
population  6,320  and  births  219,  shewed  a birth-rate  of  34‘6,  and 
Hollington  St.  John,  with  population  1,980  and  57  births,  a birth- 
rate of  28 -9. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  Hastings  Union  Workhouse 
is  in  St.  Helen’s  Parish,  and  that  all  of  the  births  registered  in 
the  Parish  do  not  necessarily  belong  to  it,  some  of  the  births  in 
the  Workhouse  belonging  to  other  parishes.  What  is  the 
significance  of  the  low  birth-rates  in  towns  of  this  character  ? 
The  question  is  frequently  asked,  but  the  explanation  is  really 
very  simple. 


High  birth-rates  are  to  be  found  chiefly  in  large  industrial  or 
mining  centres  where  there  is  an  abundance  of  work  for  an 
active  and  vigorous  male  population ; in  such  districts  a rising  or 
falling  birth-rate  is  considered  to  be  to  some  extent  an  index  of 
local  prosperity  or  depression.  But  this  rule  does  not  apply  to 
residential  neighbourhoods  in  towns  like  Hastings,  which  are 
largely  oocupied  by  persons,  no  longer  young,  who  have  retired 
from  active  pursuits  elsewhere,  or  by  invalids  with  their 
attendants  seeking  the  benefit  of  the  advantages  which  our 
climate  offers.  In  towns  of  this  character  there  is  no  great 
demand  for  male  labour,  unless  there  be  taking  place  a rapid 
development  in  the  growth  of  the  town,  and  a special  activity  in 
building  or  similar  operations. 


Evidence  in  support  of  this  view  is  to  be  found  in  the 
enormous  excess  of  the  female  over  the  male  population, 
especially  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45,  which  is  observable  in 
the  Census  returns  of  such  places. 
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Among  the  7G  largest  English  towns  are  only  two  which  are 
purely  health  resorts,  viz.,  Hastings  and  Bournemouth  ; in 
neither  of  these  does  the  birth-rate  ever  now  reach  twenty  per 
thousand  of  the  population,  while  in  none  of  the  other  74  towns 
does  it  ever  fall  below  that  figure. 

The  following  table  shows  the  low  birth-rates  recorded  in 
1904  in  some  of  the  principal  watering-places,  amongst  which 
Hastings  occupies  a middle  position  in  respect  of  birth-rate  : 


Town. 

Population  (Census  1901). 

Birth- 
rate in 

Males. 

Females. 

Persons. 

1904. 

Bath  

20194 

29645 

49839 

2076 

| Bournemouth  

17-2 

Cheltenham 

20267 

29172 

49439 

19-0 

Eastbourne 

18097 

25247 

43344 

2105 

Hastings... 

26948 

38580 

65528 

17-59 

Southport 

19849 

28234 

48083 

17-51 

Torquay  ... 

13339 

20287 

33625 

157 

The  birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1904  was  27*9  per 
thousand  of  estimated  population,  and  was  the  lowest  hitherto 
recorded ; thus  the  decline  in  the  birth-rate  observable  during 
recent  years  still  continues. 

Illegitimate  Births. — Among  the  1,170  births  registered 
during  the  year  1904  there  were  85  illegitimate  births,  equivalent 
to  7*2  per  cent,  of  total  births,  compared  with  5*4  per  cent,  in 
1903,  and  8*1  per  cent,  in  1902. 

Natural  Increase  of  the  Population. 

The  births  in  Hastings  during  1904  exceeded  the  deaths  by 
296,  compared  with  357  in  1903,  255  in  1902,  and  397  in  1901. 


The  following  table  shows  the  natural  increase  of  the 
population  in  each  quarter  of  the  year  : — 


Births. 

| 

Deaths. 

Natural 

Increase. 

First  Quarter  ... 

277 

231 

46 

Second  Quarter 

300 

192 

108 

Third  Quarter... 

315 

213 

102 

Fourth  Quarter 

278 

238 

40 

Whole  Year 

1170 

874 

296 

Deaths  and  Death-rate. — The  total  number  of  deaths 
registered  in  1904  was  906,  a lower  number  than  in  any  year,  save 
one,  since  the  extension  of  the  Borough.  In  1898,  there  were 
1,083  deaths;  in  1899,  1,143;  in  1900,  1,019;  in  1901,  929;  in 
1902,  986;  and  in  1903,  891. 

Included  among  the  deaths  recorded  were  32  deaths  of 
strangers  in  the  Public  Institutions  of  the  Borough,  and  these  are 
to  be  deducted  for  the  purposes  of  this  report.  There  were 
13  such  deaths  in  the  East  Sussex  Hospital ; 12  in  the  Eversfield 
Hospital ; 3 in  the  Workhouse  ; 3 in  the  Hertfordshire  Con- 
valescent Home ; and  one  in  the  All  Saints’  Convalescent  Home. 
These  being  excluded,  the  nett  deaths  were  874,  and  the  (so  far) 
corrected  death-rate  was  onl\7  13’  4 per  thousand  of  estimated 
population.  In  1903  it  was  12*87,  but  with  that  exception  was 
the  lowest  hitherto  recorded,  the  average  since  the  extension  of 
the  Borough  being  14*79.  This  is  the  “recorded  death-rate.” 
To  make  the  death-rate  of  one  town  strictly  comparable  with  that 
of  other  towns  a further  correction  is  necessary  owing  to  differences 
in  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  populations  of  the  various 
towns.  If  this  correction  be  made,  the  death-rate  in  Hastings  in 
1904  was  only  12’65.  This  is  called  the  “ corrected  death-rate.” 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  in  each 
parish  and  each  locality  in  each  quarter  of  the  year,  and  the 
death-rate  in  each  quarter. 


(The  General  and  Zymotic  death-rates  in  England  and 
Wales  in  1904  were  162  and  1*94  respectively.) 


o 

Deaths. 

Population 
(Estimated) 
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W 
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St.  Mary  B’lverh’the 

273 

. — 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Q T* 

-s.SP 

St.  Leonard 

7693 

39 

18 

19 

32 

108 

— 

GQ  ^ © 

St.  Matthew 

5783 

23 

17 

25 

23 

88 

4 

fc^Gvj 

ri  j-T  l- 

O , eg  CQ 

Is 

St.  Mary  Magdalen 

13123 

36 

38 

27 

56 

157 

5 

- — 

*Sb*4-i 

CD  O 

Registration  Dis- ) 

9 

trict  of  St.  Mary  ? 

26872 

98 

74 

72 

111 

355 

Oh 

Magdalen  ... ) 

St.  Michael 

323 

2 

2 

2 

— 

6 

-- 

o 

'E 

Holy  Trinity 

4825 

9 

10 

18 

10 

47 

— 

•4-3 

.2 

0-}  of 

■S|o 

®l§ 

St.  Andrew 

St.  Mary-in-the 

1447 

6 

6 

3 

9 

24 

— 

Castle 

12498 

49 

51 

39 

34 

173 

4 

el  tH 

St.  Clement 

4656 

14 

23 

15 

22 

74 

5 

£ ° 

'So 

s 

All  Saints 

6799 

25 

17 

35 

27 

104 

4 

1 

Registration  Dis-  1 
trict  of  All  SaintsJ 

30548 

105 

109 

112 

102 

428 

1 

13 

6320 

St.  Helens 

6184 

24 

8 

26 

19 

77 

2 

1980 

Hollington  St.  John 

1924 

4 

1 

3 

6 

14 

J 

1 

66500 

Total  ... 

65528 

231 

192 

213 

238 

874 

25 

Death-rate  per 

0-37 

thousand 

13*97 

11-6 

12-74 

14-2 

1314 
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From  the  foregoing  table  it  will  be  seen  that  in  each 
locality  a low  rate  of  mortality,  both  General  and  Zymotic, 
prevailed  during  the  year. 

In  the  Registration  Sub-District  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  these 
rates  were  13*0  and  0*33  respectively ; in  All  Saints’  Sub-District 
138  and  O’  12 ; in  St.  Helen’s  Parish  12.2,  and  0 32,  and  in  the 
Parish  of  Hollington  St.  John  7*0  and  0*50. 

Included  in  the  table  are  the  deaths  of  71  non-residents 
-or  visitors  for  which  no  correction  is  made. 


Among  the  deaths  were  those  of  409  persons  aged  60  years 

and  upwards,  forming  468  per  thousand  of  deaths  at  all  ages. 

..  ; 

• j;  ^ ' 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  infantile  mortality,  or  proportion 
of  deaths  amongst  infants  under  one  year  of  age  to  every 
thousand  births  registered,  was  again  very  low,  being  only  107. 
It  stood  at  the  same  figure  in  1903,  and  was  109  in  1902. 
Considering  the  very  small  proportion  of  births  belonging  to 
the  upper  classes  in  the  town,  and  the  relatively  large  share 
in  the  birth-rate  contributed  by  the  poorer  classes,  whose 
oircumstances  are  less  favourable  to  the  preservation  of  infant 
life,  the  rate  of  mortality  at  this  early  age  may  be  regarded  as 
very  satisfactory.  As  in  previous  years,  the  rate  amongst 
illegitimate  children  was  much  higher  than  in  those  born  in 
wedlock,  the  latters’  chance  of  "surviving  the  first  year  of  life 
being  just  double  that  of  the  former  class. 


The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  was  126, 
to  which  total  premature  birth,  diarrhoeal  diseases,  and  acute 
pulmonary  diseases  contributed  50  per  cent. 

The  rate  of  infantile  mortality  in  England  and  Wales  in 
1904  was  142  per  thousand  of  births.  Among  the  large  towns 
the  lowest  rates  of  infantile  mortality  were : Hornsey,  87 ; 
Kings  Norton,  100 ; Hastings,  107  ; Willesden,  114  ; Southampton, 
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115;  Burton-on-Trent  and  Devonport,  119;  Barrow-in-Furness, 
'//  120;  Bournemouth,  1^.  It  exceeded  200  in  Hanley  and  in  Stock- 

port,  the  average  of  the  76  great  towns  being  160. 


Inquests. 

Inquests  during  the  year  were  held  on  the  bodies  of  67 
persons,  compared  with  57  in  1904.  The  cause  of  death  was 
returned  as  due  to  accident  in  26  instances ; in  5 cases  as 
suicide  : in  4 as  found  dead  or  found  drowned ; in  31  as  the 
result  of  natural  causes  ; and  in  1 as  due  to  misadventure. 


Uncertified  Deaths. 

Deaths  uncertified  either  by  Medical  Attendant  or  by  Coroner 
after  inquest  numbered  3 only,  compared  with  6 in  1903,  and  as 
many  as  14  in  1902. 

The  percentage  of  uncertified  to  total  deaths  was  0'43  in 
Hastings  against  1*6  in  the  country  generally. 

The  cause  of  death  in  the  three  cases  was  considered  to  be 
in  one  case  premature  birth  ; in  another,  heart  failure  ; in  the 
third,  apoplexy. 


Deaths  from  Certain  Classes  of  Disease. 

Among  developmental  diseases  old  age  was  responsible  for 
61  deaths,  and  premature  birth  for  24. 

Deaths  from  diseases  of  the  Respiratory  organs  numbered 
130 ; of  the  Digestive  organs,  36  ; of  the  Urinary  organs,  40 ; 
of  the  Nervous  System,  93 ; of  the  Circulatory  System,  100. 

To  Cancer  or  Malignant  Disease  71  deaths  were  attributed. 

Aiconolism,  including  aiso  cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  waa 
responsible  for  16  deaths,  which  were  equally  divided  between 
the  two  sexes. 
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Tuberculosis. — Deaths  from  Phthisis  (pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
or  consumption)  were  95  in  number,  exactly  the  same  as  in  1903. 
Among  these  a considerable  number  were  deaths  of  non-residents 
or  visitors.  It  must  be  remembered,  too,  that  the  resident 
population  of  all  classes  contains  a certain  percentage  of  persons 
who  having  acquired  the  disease  elsewhere,  have  settled  in 
Hastings,  seeking  amid  the  healthy  surroundings  and  with  the 
climatic  advantages  of  the  place  to  prolong  their  life.  In  spite 
of  these  adverse  factors,  however,  the  mortality  from  phthisis 
shows  a decided  tendency  to  decrease. 

The  following  Table  sets  forth  the  phthisis  death-rate  in 
each  year  since  the  extension  of  the  Borough  : — 


1 

YEAR. 

Phthisis  Deaths. 

Phthisis  death-rate. 

1898 

121 

1-86 

1899 

125 

1*91 

1900 

102 

1-56 

1901 

103 

1*57 

1902 

108 

1-64 

1903 

95 

1*43 

1904 

95 

1-43 

Other  forms  of  tubercular  disease  (chiefly  affecting  the  brain, 
the  joints,  or  the  abdominal  organs)  caused,  as  in  1903,  27 
deaths.  This  is  about  the  average  in  recent  years. 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  each 
of  the  seven  chief  Zymotic  or  Epidemic  diseases  during  each 
of  the  four  quarters  of  1904  with  death-rates  per  1,000  of  the 
population : — 
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Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases. 


Disease. 

Deaths. 

Death-rate 

1st 

Quarter 

2nd 

Quarter 

3rd 

Quarter 

4 th 

Quarter 

Whole 

Year. 

per 

10G0. 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

Measles  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

0-015 

Scarlatina 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

1 

i 

2 

0030 

Diphtheria  and') 
Membranous  y 
Croup  ) 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

0-030 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

0-015 

Diarrhoea 

— 

-• 

15 

4 

19 

0 286 

Total 

— 

1 

19 

5 

1 

25 

0-376 

The  Zymotic  death-rate  was  the  lowest  on  record.  As  will 
be  seen  from  the  above  table,  in  the  first  six  months  of  the 
year  only  one  death  from  the  seven  chief  Epidemic  diseases  was 
reported,  and  excluding  diarrhoea,  the  diseases  of  this  class 
occasioned  throughout  the  year  an  extremely  low  rate  of  mortality, 
viz. : 0 09  per  thousand.  In  recent  years  the  Zymotic  death- 
rate  has  never  reached  1 per  thousand  : — 


Yfar. 

Zymotic  Death-rate. 

1900 

0-88 

1901 

0-84 

1902 

0*74 

1903 

0*64 

1904 

037 
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Among  the  great  Urban  districts  of  the  country  the  towns 
showing  the  lowest  death-rates  from  infectious  diseases  were — 
Hastings,  0‘37 ; Bournemouth,  O60 ; Kings  Norton,  078 ; and 
Hornsey,  0*89  The  average  Zymotic  death-rate  in  the  76  great 
towns  was  2'49,  and  in  England  and  Wales,  1'94  per  thousand. 

With  regard  to  mortality  from  Epidemic  disease  the  Borough 
of  Hastings  usually  holds  a foremost  position  amongst  the 
important  towns  of  England,  but  on  the  present  occasion  it 
easily  heads  the  list  in  this  respect,  and  establishes,  as  I believe, 
a record  which  will  be  hard  to  beat. 

• The  following  table  shows  the  notifications  of  Infectious 
diseases  received  during  the  four  quarters  of  1901  and  during 
the  whole  year;  also  the  attack-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


i 

Notifications 

Attack-rate 

Disease. 

at 

Quarter 

2nd 

Quarter 

3rd 

Quarter 

4th 

Quarter 

Whole 

Year. 

per  1,000  of  | 
population,  j 

Smallpox  

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

001 

1 

Scarlatina  

14 

21 

19 

33 

87 

1*31 

| Diphtheria  and  'j 

Membranous  > 

4 

13 

8 

5 

30 

045 

Croup  J 

i 

Erysipelas  

8 

4 

2 

13 

27 

0 41 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

9 

Ld 

6 

9 

1 

18 

0-27 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

004 

Total  

I 

30 

4f> 

39 

52 

166 

249 

The  number  of  notifications  received  was  less  than  in  any 
year  since  the  extension  of  the  Borough,  the  decline  being  most 
marked  in  the  case  of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria. 
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Scarlet  Fever. — Notifications  of  scarlet  fever,  which  in  1902 
were  260,  and  in  1903  numbered  140,  further  fell  in  1904  to  87 
cases.  The  disease  was  again  of  very  mild  type  and  in  no- 
instance did  it  prove  fatal.  There  was  one  fatal  case  in  1903 
and  4 in  1902  Of  cases  notified,  70,  equivalent  to  over  80  per 
cent.,  were  removed  for  treatment  at  the  Sanatorium.  The 
infection  was  several  times  found  to  have  been  imported  from 
other  districts,  and  one  or  two  were  return  cases. 

The  occurrence  of  small  groups  of  cases  amongst  the  scholars 
led  me  to  visit  several  of  the  Elementary  Schools  and  to  examine 
the  children  present,  the  result  being  that  a few  unrecognized 
and  medically  unattended  cases  were  discovered  and  isolated, 
whereupon  the  threatened  outbreaks  collapsed. 

Diphtheria. — Diphtheria  cases  reported  were  only  30  in 
number,  compared  with  37  in  1903.  There  were  only  2 deaths. 
The  notifications  were  fewer  in  number  than  for  many  years  past, 
and  the  cases  were  for  the  most  part  extremely  mild.  The 
greatest  prevalence  was  in  the  second  quarter  of  the  year,  when 
a small  outbreak,  the  result  of  imported  infection,  occurred  on 
the  return  of  the  pupils  after  the  Easter  holidays  to  a private 
school  in  Hastings.  In  this  quarter,  13  cases  occurred  in  the 
Borough,  and  there  was  one  death.  The  other  fatal  case  was  that 
of  an  infant  of  4 months  brought  home,  moribund,  from  the 
Kentish  hop-gardens,  where  he  had  contracted  the  disease. 
Sixteen,  or  53  per  cent.,  of  all  cases  notified  were  removed  to  the 
Sanatorium  ; none  of  these  proved  fatal. 

Enteric  Fever. — Notifications  of  Enteric  fever  to  the 
number  of  18  were  received  during  the  year.  Of  the  cases 
reported  5 were  imported,  and  5 more  occurred  amongst  the 
relatives  of  one  of  these  patients  who  brought  the  infection  from 
London.  Among  the  remaining  8 cases  several  were  very 
doubtful,  and  the  cases  of  local  origin  were,  as  usual  in 
Hastings,  extremely  few.  There  was  one  death  in  the  year 
1904,  one  death  amongst  8 cases  in  1903,  and  one  death  in 
in  12  cases  in  1902 ; thus  3 deaths  only  have  occurred 
during  3 years  from  this  cause  in  the  County  Borough. 


Of  the  cases  notified  6,  or  33  per  cent.,  were  removed 
to  the  Sanatorium. 

It  is  only  in  very  exceptional  cases  that  Enteric  fever 
shows  itself  to  be  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  word  infectious. 
In  a sanitary  house,  with  certain  precautions  adopted,  the 
disease  rarely  spreads  from  one  person  to  another ; yet,  in 
the  instance  referred  to  above,  a series  of  cases  ensued  as 
the  result  of  associating  with  the  patient ; although  all  the 
usual  precautions  were  taken  and  the  sanitary  arrangements 
were  excellent.  The  pulmonary  complications  of  the  first 
case  were  severe,  and  infection  appeared  to  be  conveyed 
through  the  medium  of  the  breath. 

It  is  the  occasional  occurrence  of  such  cases  that  renders 
the  hospital  isolation  of  Enteric  fever  so  desirable  even  where 
the  home  surroundings  seem  to  be  of  the  most  satisfactory 
character. 

Small-pox. — The  year  opened  unfortunately,  a case  of 
small-pox  being  reported  during  the  second  week  of  January. 
The  patient,  a domestic  servant  in  a private  house,  had  been 
vaccinated  in  infancy  only.  With  the  exception  of  one  of  her 
fellow  servants,  who  was  immediately  re-vaccinated,  the  whole 
of  the  rest  of  the  household  had  undergone  vaccination  within 
two  years,  and  was  therefore  well  protected  against  small-pox. 
The  patient,  who  was  26  years  old,  was  at  once  removed  to  the 
Hospital  provided  for  such  cases,  where  she  went  through  an 
attack  of  discrete  small-pox  of  no  great  severity.  Although  there 
was  no  cause  for  anxiety  regarding  the  rest  of  the  invaded 
household,  the  absence  of  any  clue  to  the  source  of  the  infection 
was  an  uncomfortable  feature  of  the  case.  The  date  of  onset 
marked  out  December  26th  as  being  the  day  on  which  the 
disease  was  contracted,  and  it  appeared  that  on  Boxing  Day 
she  had  spent  the  holiday  with  friends,  and  had  visited  a place 
of  entertainment  and  had  probably  been  infected  by  one  of  the 
many  strangers  then  spending  the  day  in  the  town.  No  further 
case  developed,  however,  and  the  exact  source  could  never  be 
ascertained. 
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Thanks  to  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  S.  Bumstead,  Vaccination 
Officer,  I am  able  to  append  here  the  returns  of  Vaccination  in  the 
Hastings  Union  for  the  three  most  recent  years  where  they  are 
available,  viz.,  1901,  1902,  and  1903. 


Vaccination  Returns. 


1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

Births 

1269 

1192 

1205 

| Successfully  Vaccinated 

951 

884 

892 

Insusceptible  ... 

1 

6 

4 

I Had  Smallpox... 

— 

— 

— 

| Conscientious  objections 

97 

59 

95 

Dead,  unvaccinated 

106 

106 

93 

Postponed 

5 

9 

8 

Removed  to  other  Districts  and 
traced 

23 

18 

22 

Gone,  not  found,  Ac. 

61 

62 

56 

Remaining 

25 

48 

35 

The  infant  population  of  Hastings  is  therefore  fairly  well 
protected  against  small-pox. 

Diarrhoea. — Although  July  was  an  unusually  warm  month, 
the  mean  temperature  being  almost  2\  degrees  above  the  average, 
it  was  not  until  the  week  ended  August  20th,  that  a single  deatli 
from  diarrhoea  was  recorded.  There  were  19  deaths  in  all, 
compared  with  11  in  1903  and  14  in  1902;  and  the  death-rate-  - 
0'285  per  thousand  — though  above  that  of  the  two  preceding 
years,  is  still  amongst  the  lowest  recorded  in  the  great  Urban 
districts. 

The  parishes  of  St.  Matthew  and  St.  Clement  showed  the 
greatest  mortality  from  diarrhoeal  diseases. 
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Whooping  Cough  and  Measles. 

Whooping-cough  and  measles  were  not  prevalent  during 
the  year,  and  but  one  death  was  attributed  to  each.  Owing  to 
threatened  outbreaks — in  one  case  of  measles,  in  the  other  of 
whooping-cough  - 1 advised  the  closure  for  a few  weeks  of  two 
of  the  Elementary  Schools ; but  with  these  exceptions  neither 
disease  called  for  special  action  during  the  year. 

Borough  Sanatorium. 

The  results  of  the  year’s  work  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  were 
of  the  most  satisfactory  description.  There  were  seventeen 
patients  under  treatment  on  January  1st,  and  during  the  year 
95  fresh  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  admitted.  Of  the 
patients  admitted  all,  save  one,  were  removed  from  the  Borough  ; 
the  remaining  case  was  brought  in  from  the  Hastings  Rural 
District.  Applications  were  received  for  the  admission  of  patients 
from  several  other  neighbouring  Sanitary  Authorities,  but  in  the 
absence  of  any  arrangement  between  these  bodies  and  the 
Corporation  of  Hastings  they  had  of  course  to  be  refused. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Of  the  87  cases  notified  70  or  80  per  cent, 
were  removed  to  the  Sanatorium,  and  none  proved  fatal.  For  the 
most  part  the  cases  were  of  the  mildest  type,  and  remarkably 
few  were  complicated.  Desquamation  was  in  many  instances 
slow  and  insignificant.  There  were  one  or  two  return  cases. 

Diphtheria. — Eighteen  patients  were  admitted  for  diphtheria, 
but  the  disease  in  two  instances  proving  to  be  of  a milder 
description,  the  patients  were  detained  only  a few  days  and 
then  discharged.  A few  cases  were  severe,  but  the  majority 
of  benign  type,  and  no  fatal  case  occurred  in  the  number  treated 
in  the  Sanatorium.  Antitoxin  was  administered  in  all  save  the 
mildest,  and  with  the  usual  beneficial  results.  Probably  owing 
to  improvements  in  the  production  of  the  serum,  the  rashes  and 
other  unpleasant  symptoms,  which  at  one  time  somewhat  frequently 
followed  its  use,  are  now  seldom  observed. 

Enteric  Fever. — Six  cases  of  Enteric  (or  Typhoid)  fever  were 
treated  in  the  Sanatorium  during  the  year,  and  there  was  one 
death— that  of  one  of  three  sisters  in  a private  ward. 
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The  nursing  and  domestic  arrangements  have  been  very 
satisfactory,  and  the  Sanatorium  is  a popular  Institution  in  the 
Borough.  The  services  of  Mr.  Shorter,  the  Medical  Superintendent, 
were  much  missed  during  the  closing  weeks  of  the  year,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  his  absence  from  duty,  owing  to  serious 
illness,  may  be  but  temporary. 

The  following  table  shows  briefly  the  results  of  the  year’s 
work  at  the  Sanatorium  : — 


Disease. 

Number  in 
Hospital 
on 

Jan.  1st, 
1904. 

Admitted 
during 
ye  »r. 

Died  in 
Hospital. 

Discharged 

from 

Hospital. 

Remaining 
Dec.  31st, 
1904. 

Scarlatina 

17 

71 

— 

71 

17 

Diphtheria 

— 

16 

— 

14 

2 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

— 

6 

1 

5 

-- 

Other  Diseases  ... 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Total 

17 

95 

1 

92 

19 

The  Smallpox  Hospital,  which  is  situate  at  a considerable 
distance  from  the  Borougli  and  is  admirably  isolated,  is  kept 
in  readiness  at  all  times  for  emergencies  ; on  the  occurrence 
of  a case  of  the  disease  early  in  January,  1904,  the  patient  was 
immediately  removed  thither,  and  no  spread  of  infection 
•occurred.  The  patient  made  an  excellent  recovery. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

The  Common  Lodging  Houses  are  four  in  number  and  are 
all  in  the  Old  Town  of  Hastings.  They  are  fairly  well  kept  and 
.are  under  frequent  supervision  by  the  Inspector. 

Offensive  Trades. 

At  one  establishment  in  the  Old  Town  the  trade  of  tallow- 
melting is  carried  on.  The  trade  is  dwindling,  the  demand  for 
tallow  candles  being  a diminishing  one.  The  business  is  carried 
•on  in  a cleanly  manner,  and  I have  received  no  complaints  of  the 
place,  though  in  a populous  district. 
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Gutscraping  is  carried  on  on  a small  scale  at  premises  on  the 
West  Hill,  and  at  long  intervals  complaint  of  an  objectionable 
effluvium  therefrom  is  received.  The  place  has,  however,  been 
kept  very  clean  whenever  I have  visited  it,  and  all  appropriate 
measures  are  adopted  to  minimize  the  offensive  smells  which,  from 
the  nature  of  the  trade,  are  likely  to  be  caused. 

Restaurants  and  Eating  Houses. 

There  are  numerous  Eating  Houses  in  the  Borough  where 
especially  during  the  summer  months  a busy  trade  is  carried  on. 
I have  visited  many  of  these  during  the  year,  and  was  pleased  to 
find  in  nearly  all  that  the  kitchens  and  premises  generally  were 
clean  and  wholesome,  and  the  business  conducted  in  a careful  and 
satisfactory  manner. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

These  premises  are  well  looked  after,  and  I have  myself 
inspected  nearly  all  the  Cowsheds  during  the  year  which,  with 
few  exceptions,  I found  to  be  satisfactory.  Some  called  for 
improvement,  and  the  necessary  alterations  will  receive  attention. 
The  cows  are  seldom  entirely  confined  to  the  lodges  even  in 
winter,  except  on  days  when  very  severe  or  snowy  weather  is 
experienced.  

ANNUAL  REPORT  ON 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES 
AND  HOMEWORK. 

1. — Inspection. 

Including  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories  (Including  Factory 
Laundries.)  ... 

42 

6 

Workshops  (Including  Work- 
shop Laundries.) 

374 

5 

8 

Workplaces 

293 

15 

Homeworkers’  Premises 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total 

709 

25 

Nil. 
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2. — Defects  Found. 


Number  of  Defects.  I 


Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied 

Referred 

to  H.M. 

Inspector. 

Number 

Prosecutic 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  A cts  : — ® 

Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

317 

317 

Want  of  Ventilation... 

3 

3 

Overcrowding 

1 

1 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

55 

54 

Other  Nuisances 

37 

37 

.0  .,  f insufficient 

Nil. 

Nil. 

f Sanitary  accommo-  Lnguitable  or  defective 

15 

14 

dations  [not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

Nil. 

0 fences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse 

(S.  101) 

1 

1 

1 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for 

bakehouses  (SS.  97  to  100) 

1 

1 

Failure  as  regard  lists  of  outworkers  (S.  108) 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Giving  out  work  to  be  C unwholesome  (S.  107) 

Nil. 

Nil. 

done  in  premises-! 

which  are  [infected  (S.  110) 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Allowing  wearing  apparel  to  be  made  in 

premises  infected  by  scarlet  fever  or 

small  pox  (S.  109) 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Other  offences 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total 

431 

428 

1 

® Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7,  and  8,  of  the  Factory  Act  a3 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


t Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  has  been 
adopted  by  the  District  Council.  No  standard  of  sufficiency  and  suitability 
of  sanitary  accommodation  for  persons  employed  in  factories  and  work- 
shops has  been  adopted,  each  case  is  considered  on  its  own  merits. 
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3. — Other  Matters. 


Class. 


Number. 


Matters  notified  to  II. M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  : — 
Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shop Act  (S.  133) 


Action  taken  in  matters  referred  j 
by  H.M.  Inspectors  as  ; 
remediable  under  the  Public- 
Health  Acts,  but  not  under 
the  Factory  Act  (S.  5) 

Other 


Notified  by  H.M. 
Inspector  ... 

Reports  (of 
action  taken) 
sent  to  H.M. 
Inspectors 


Nil. 

Nil. 


Nil. 

5 


Uuderground  Bakehouses  (S.  101)  : — 

In  use  during  1903  ... 
Certificates  granted  |jJJ 
In  use  at  end  of  1904 


49 
Nil. 

50 
49 


Homework  : — 

Lists  of  Outworkers * (S.  107) : — 

Lists  received 

Addresses  of / forwarded  to  other  Authorities  . 
outworkers  (received  from  other  Authorities. 


Number  of 


Lists 

Outworkers 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

2 


Homework  in  unwholesome  or  infected  premises : — 

Wearing 

Apparel. 

Other. 

Notices  prohibiting  homework  in  unwholesome 

premises  (S.  108) 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  home- 

workers’ premises 

Orders  prohibiting  homework  in  infected 

Nil. 

Nil. 

premises  (S.  110) 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end  of  1904 


122 


'Bakehouses 


90 


Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 


212 


* The  Lists  should  be  received  twice  in  the  year.  The  year’s  figures 
required  in  the  Table  are  then  obtained  by  adding  together  the  two 
half-yearly  totals. 
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Special  Inspection. 

With  a view  to  ascertaining  the  present  sanitary  condition 
of  that  locality  I have  made  inspection  of  the  Old  Town  of 
Hastings,  which,  when  first  I became  acquainted  with  it  officially 
some  15  years  ago,  was  in  a very  unsatisfactory  state.  The 
drainage  of  this  part  of  the  Borough  was  at  that  date  very  bad, 
the  drains  unventilated,  untrapped,  defective,  and  frequently 
obstructed ; the  closets  were  of  an  obsolete  and  faulty  pattern 
and  largely  hand  flushed ; many  of  the  cottages  were  dirty,  and 
many  of  the  rooms  deficient  in  ventilation ; the  yards  unpaved, 
and  receptacles  for  house  refuse  lacking.  In  many  cases  the 
water  supply  was  obtained  from  wells  remote  from  the  cottages. 

In  recent  years  an  immense  improvement  has  been  effected. 
Practically  the  whole  area  has  been  taken  in  hand,  the  branch 
sewers  and  drains  have  been  re-laid  and  properly  ventilated, 
closets  of  an  approved  type  have  replaced  the  former  defective 
ones ; water  has  been  laid  on  to  the  houses  and  to  the  closets ; 
the  yards  have  been  paved  and  refuse  receptacles  provided, 
while  the  general  condition  of  the  cottages  has  been  improved, 
attention  being  specially  directed  to  the  proper  disposal  of  roof 
and  surface  water. 

This  part  of  the  town  consists  almost  entirely  of  old  property, 
and  has  a large  working-class  and  fishing  population.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  area  lying  eastward  of  the  High  Street  numbered 
4,400  at  the  Census  of  1901.  It  is  traversed  from  the  sea 
inland  by  two  main  streets,  all  too  narrow,  which  eventually 
converge  and  unite.  The  intervening  area  is  occupied  by 
rows  and  small  terraces  of  cottage  property  intersected 
by  narrow  and  intricate  passages.  Small  gardens,  yards, 
and  other  unoccupied  areas  of  limited  extent  serve  to 
increase  the  amount  of  open  space  about  the  cottages,  while 
these,  being  mostly  of  one  or  two  storeys  only,  offer  little 
impediment  to  movement  of  air.  It  would  doubtless  effect  a 
great  improvement  in  the  locality  if  a wide  thoroughfare  could 
be  opened  up  through  its  centre,  but  the  death  and  sickness 
returns  from  this  quarter  are,  considering  the  poverty  of  many 
of  the  inhabitants,  satisfactory,  and  there  is  nothing  to  indicate 


that  exceptional  measures  are  called  for  to  combat  insanitary 
conditions  where  met  with.  Overcrowding  has  to  be  dealt  with 
from  time  to  time,  but  the  difficulty  arises  rather  from  inability 
to  pay  the  rent  of  larger  premises  than  from  inability  to  find 
suitable  house  room. 

The  closets  are  many  of  them  situated  in  the  gardens  or 
yards,  and  in  some  instances  are  intended  for  the  common  use  of 
the  occupants  of  more  than  one  cottage  : in  one  case  two  closets 
only  were  provided  for  the  tenants  of  six  cottages,  but  on 
enquiry  it  appeared  that  the  inhabitants,  several  of  whom  were 
children,  numbered  only  19  persons  all  told  or  less  than  10 
persons  per  closet.  In  the  model  By-Laws  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  houses  let  in  lodgings,  the  closet  accommodation 
is  required  to  be  in  the  proportion  of  at  least  one  closet  for  every 
twelve  persons  ; hence  the  accommodation  provided  for  the  above 
mentioned  premises  would  appear  to  suffice  so  long  as  the 
inhabitants  of  the  cottages,  which  are  very  small,  do  not  exceed 
their  present  numbers. 

Houses  Unfit  for  Habitation. 

During  the  year  I have  submitted  reports  on  23  dwellings 
as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Four  of  these  were  closed, 
one  permanently,  the  other  three  being  subsequently  put  in  good 
order  and  re-let.  At  seven  others  the  works  required  to  bring 
them  into  good  sanitary  condition  were  executed.  Eleven  are 
still  in  hand. 

Also,  four  cottages  condemned  and  closed  under  Magistrates 
order  a few  years  ago,  since  which  date  they  have  been  standing 
empty,  were  demolished. 

Most  of  the  premises  referred  to  above  were  in  the  parishes 
of  St.  Helen’s,  Hollington  St.  John,  or  St.  Matthew. 

Disinfection  of  Premises  and  Contents. 

Premises  or  rooms  to  the  number  of  241  were  disinfected 
during  the  year  by  the  disinfecting  staff.  The  majority  were 
done  after  occurrence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases,  but  a 
number  also  for  phthisis,  measles,  whooping-cough,  or  other 
sickness  where  such  cleansing  process  seemed  to  be  required. 
Some  police-cells  and  a hackney-carriage  were  also  disinfected. 
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Sets  of  bedding  to  the  number  of  175  were  removed  for 
disinfection  by  steam  from  houses  where  infectious  illness  had 
occurred . 

The  mattresses  and  rugs  from  all  the  Police  Stations  were 
similarly  treated  T regard  this  as  a very  necessary  measure, 
and  one  which  should  from  time  to  time  be  repeated. 

A number  of  soiled  pillows  from  Homes  and  schools  were 
also  submitted  to  the  same  method  of  purification  as  a 
precautionary  measure. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  a large  quantity  of  articles  of 
clothing,  carpets,  curtains,  etc.,  were  disinfected. 

I append  a summary  of  the  works  carried  out  under  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  who,  I may  say,  discharge  their  duties  efficiently 
and  well,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  steady  progress  is  being 
made  in  improving  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  District.  A 
return  is  also  added  of  inspections  made  and  of  action  taken 
under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts. 

Tables  of  vital  statistics,  a report  from  the  Borough  Analyst 
and  from  the  Inspector  of  Common  Lodging  Houses,  will  be  found 
at  the  end  of  this  report. 

I desire,  in  conclusion,  to  thank  those  gentlemen  who  have 
contributed  material  for  this  report  for  their  kind  help;  and  the 
Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and  especially  their  Chairman, 
for  their  valuable  assistance  which  they  so  readily  extend  to 
their  Sanitary  Officials  in  the  execution  of  their  duties. 


1 am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  SCABLYN  WILSON,  D.P.H., 
Hastings,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

February,  1905. 


Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 
Hastings. 

6 th  March , 1905 


REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  COMMON  LODGING- 
HOUSES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1901. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

During  the  year  no  serious  defects  have  been  found  in  the 
registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  of  the  Borough  ; they  are 
regularly  cleansed  and  lime-washed  as  required,  and  generally 
maintained  in  a cleanly  condition.  The  bedding,  etc.,  receives 
constant  and  careful  attention  from  those  in  charge,  and  is 
renewed  when  necessary. 

Again  I am  pleased  to  report  that  no  case  of  infectious 
disease  has  been  notified  from  any  of  the  houses. 

Arrangements  are  in  progress  for  adding  more  houses  to  the 
register. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


R.  WILSON  KING. 
Inspector  of  Common  Lodging  Houses . 


r 

Eastern 

District. 

' Central 
! District 

1 1 

j Western 

j District. 

Northern 

District. 

Total. 

Drains  tested  ... 

331 

360 

348 

293 

1332 

House*  and  premises  provided  with 
new  water-tight  drains,  properly 
intercepted  and  ventilated 

67 

82 

107 

79 

335 

Water-tight  cesspools  constructed  ... 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Cesspools  emptied  and  cleansed 

— 

1 

— 

13 

14 

Cesspools  abolished  ... 

1 

1 

— 

4 

6 

Drains  cleared  and  amended 

25 

37 

52 

27 

141 

New  iron  and  lead,  soil,  and  venti- 
lating pipes  fixed  ... 

65 

82 

113 

85 

345  1 

New  closets  fixed 

68 

65 

138 

91 

362 

Closets  amended 

42 

68 

43 

56 

209 

New  flushing  boxes  provided,  neces- 
sary storage  cisterns  being  fixed 
where  needed 

47 

35 

78 

42 

202 

Flushing  boxes  repaired  

29 

15 

34 

35 

113 

Houses  and  premises  provided  with 
a proper  supply  of  water  ... 

16 

5 

3 

34 

58 

Glazed  stoneware  sinks  fixed,  fitted 
with  proper  waste  pipes,  and 
trapped  where  necessary  ... 

31 

27 

31 

22 

111 

New  urinals  constructed 

4 

2 

3 

1 

10 

Yards  repaved 

52 

93 

48 

29 

222 

Sanitary  dustbins  provided 

35 

30 

34 

43 

142 

Accumulations  of  manure  and  other 
refuse  removed 

39 

89 

20 

43 

191 

Rooms  and  premises  cleansed  and 
whitewashed 

148 

70 

69 

154 

441 

Nuisances  abated  from  animals 
improperly  kept 

14 

20 

5 

16 

55 

Nuisance  abated  from  chimneys 
Sending  forth  black  smoke 

3 

3 

3 

2 

11 

Samples  of  water  taken  from  private 
wells  and  filters  and  submitted 
for  analysis 

2 

1 

4 

7 

Wells  closed,  the  water  being  found 
unfit  for  dietetic  purposes 

' 2 

1 

— 

1 

4 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  removed 
to  Sanatorium 

11 

45 

20 

16 

95 

Nuisances  abated  from  overcrowding 

7 

2 

1 

3 

13 

Manure  pits  constructed 

1 

1 

2 

2 

6 

Miscellaneous  repairs 

30 

7 

18 

47 

102  j 

||  Houses  closed 

1 

li 

1 

1 

| ~ 

■! 
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Inspection  and  re-inspection  of  Premises  ...  7782 

Complaints  investigated...  314 

Notices  issued  for  the  abatement  of  Nuisances  254 
Reports  laid  before  the  Sanitary  Committee  . . . 306 

Houses  and  premises  inspected 1592 

Letters  sent  ...  603 


FOOD  INSPECTION. 
Unsound  Food  Destroyed. 


Eastern  District 

Pork 

...  7 stone 

Kippers  

...  27  boxes 

Whiting 

...  3 cases 

Smelts  

...  12  boxes 

Shrimps  

...  1 box 

Central  District : — 

Beef  ...  

...  220  lbs. 

Lamb 

...  19  lbs. 

Kidneys 

...  39  lbs. 

Suet  ... 

...  4 lbs] 

Tripe 

...  4 kegs 

Chicken  

...  12 

Ox  Tails  

...  47 

Northern  District 

Mixed  Fish 

...  1 barrel 

1 Carcase  of  Pig  

...  14  stone 

(Seized  and  destroyed  by  Magistrate’s  Order.) 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 
Number  of  ^Samples  taken  173 
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PUBLIC  ANALYST’S  REPORT,  1904. 

Public  Analyst’s  Laboratory, 

St.  Leonard  s-on-Sea, 

January  14th , 1905  . 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor  and  The  Corporation  of  Hastings. 
Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  report  that  during  the  year  1904 
there  were  submitted  to  me,  under  the  Acts,  173  samples,  of 
which  15  were  reported  adulterated,  as  follows : — 

No.  Reported 


Kind. 

No. 

Adulterated. 

Milk  - 

02 

5 

Putter 

31 

1 

Margarine 

4 

Cheese  - 

13  - 

1 

Coffee  - 

9 

Tea  - 

2 

Sugar  - 

4 

Pepper  - 

6 

1 

Vinegar 

3 

Ginger  - 

2 

Cream  of  Tartar  - 

2 

2 

Lard  - 

4 

Fish  Paste  - 

1 

Spirits  - 

24 

5 

Drugs  - 

0 

173 

15 

And  distributed  amongst  the  quarters  as  follows:  — 

No  Reported 


No. 

Adulterated. 

1st  quarter  - 

42 

5 

2nd  quarter- 

53 

1 

3rd  quarter- 

47 

8 

4th  quarter- 

31 

173 

1 

15 

15 
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On  my  report  for  the  second  quarter,  I gave  my  views  on  the 
brandy  and  spirit  question  which  had  just  then  been  forced 
forward.  The  question  is  now  before  the  Public  Analysts’  Society, 
and  I will  acquaint  you,  through  the  Sanitary  Committee,  if  any 
satisfactory  understanding  is  arrived  at. 

But  the  most  interesting  subject  that  has  come  to  the  front 
during  the  year  is  the  increasing  tendency  to  adopt  different 
standards  for  similar  articles  from  different  sources  or  countries,, 
and  we  have  come  to  a curious  pass  in  regard  to  Dutch  butter. 
The  practice  seems  to  me  unfair  to  the  public  and  the  home 
producer,  troublesome  to  the  trader,  and  certainly  embarrassing 
to  the  public  analyst,  who  does  not  know  the  source  of  the 
article  submitted.  I am  preparing  a Report,  but  as  it  becomes 
rather  lengthy  and  a little  controversial,  I have  abandoned  the 
idea  of  presenting  it  through  my  Annual  Report  and  Summary. 

Thanking  the  Council  for  their  continued  confidence, 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  F.  CHESHIRE. 

Of  the  above  cases  reported  as  adulterated,  the  following 
Table  shews  the  sequel. 


Proceedings  were  taken  in  six  instances,  and  fines  imposed 
in  three  cases,  viz.,  one  of  Milk,  two  of  Spirits. 


Article. 

Adulterated. 

Vendor 

Cautioned. 

Proceedings 

taken. 

Result. 

Milk  

5 

4 

1 

£3  and  costs. 

Spirits 

5 

2 

* { 

£1  and  costs. 
10/-  and  costs. 

Butter 

1 

— 

■ I 

Case 

proceeding. 

Cheese 

1 

— 

1 

Dismissed. 

Pepper  

1 

1 

Dismissed  on 

Cream  of  Tartar  . . . 

2 

1 

1 { 

a technical 
point. 

15 

8 

6 
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TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  ddrino  1904  and  Previous  Years. 
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The  following  Institutions  within  the  District  receive  sick  and 
infirm  persons  from  outside  the  District. 


Ore 

Workhouse. 

Borough  Sanatorium. 

All  Saints 

Teachers’  Home  of  Rest. 

Hermitage  Convalescent  Home. 

St.  Mary  Magdalen... Buchanan  Hospital 

Eversfield  Hospital  for  Consumption. 

Convalescent  Home  (Chelsea  Hospital  for  Women) 
Herts  Convalescent  Home. 

Herts  Convalescent  Home  for  Children. 

Railway  Convalescent  Home. 

Convalescent  Home  for  Poor  Children. 

East  Sussex  Hospital. 

Beau  Site  Convalescent  Home. 

Catherine  House. 

Winter  Home  for  Consumptive  Girls. 

All  Saints’  Convalescent  Home. 

Metropolitan  Convalescent  Institution. 

The  only  Institution  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and 
infirm  persons  from  the  District  is  the  Farm  belonging  to  the 
Corporation,  where  cases  of  smallpox  are  isolated. 

Area  of  District  (Exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water) 
is  4,481  acres. 


Total  population  at  all  ages,  65,528. 

Number  of  inhabited  house,  11,429. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  5*733. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Separate  Localities  in  1904  and  Previous  Years. 
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NO.  OF  CASES  REMOVED  TO 
HOSPITAL  FROM  EACH  LOCALITY. 

4 

Parish  of 

Hollington 

St.  John. 

1 i 1 1 1 ^ 1 1 1 1 I I 

H 

3 

Parish  of 

St.  Helens. 

1 1 1 I ! 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

a 

All  Saints 
District. 

i i - i i * r«  i i i i 

S 

t 

St.  Mary 
Magdalen 
District. 

05 

CO 

TOTAL  CASES  NOTIFIED  IN  EACH 
LOCALITY. 

4 

Parish  of 
Hollington 
St.  John. 

3 

Parish  of 
St.  Helens 

XI  1 51  1 ^ 1 1 ” 1 1 1 1 

a 

«o 

2 

All  Saints 
District. 

18 

9 

57 

8 
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Table  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1904. 


Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  whole 
subjoined  ages. 

District  at 

Deaths  in  or  belonging  to 
Localities  (at  all  ages). 

Total 
Deaths  in 
Public 

CtuHi  of  Death. 

All 

ages. 

Under 
i year. 

i and 

under 

5- 

5 and 
under 
>5 

15  and 
under 
*5- 

35  and 
under 

6s- 

65  and 
up- 
wards. 

St.  Mary 

Magdalen 

District. 

All  Saints 

District. 

St.  Helens 

Parish. 

Hollingt’n 

St.John 

Parish. 

Institu- 
tiens  in 
the 

District 

Small-pox  

Measles  

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

A 

Whooping  Cough  

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  an5  mem- 

Dranous  croup 

2 

1 

1 

1 

l 

1 

Croup  

3 

2 

9 

1 

X 

1 

/Typhus  

Fever  < Enteric  

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

4i 

x 

JL 

— 

1 1 

1 

1 Other  continued 

Epidemic  influenza  

Rheumatic  Fever  

17 

3 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

14 

8 

5 

3 

3 

1 

l 

Cholera  

Plaarue 

Diarrhoea 

19 

9 

16 

8 

1 

2 

.7 

11 

6 

1 

2 

Enteritis 

l 

1 

9 

A 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

1 

2 

3 

Erysipelas  

1 

6 

95 

27 

71 

80 

42 

1 

2 

68 

5 

43 

13 

16 

2 

1 

1 

4 

28 

Other  septic  diseases 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis) 

1 

— 

II  50,0  1 1 

1 

15 

1 

2 

6 

1 

28 

50 

16 

2 

4 

34 

11 

31 

23 

19 

1 

8 

3 

2 

60 

12 

32 

41 

16 

3 

10 

4 

8 

13 

6 

2 

1 

3 

1 

Other  tubercular  diseases 
Cancer,  malignant  disease 
Bronchitis  

3 

10 

12 

7 

8 

8 

8 

2 

Pneumonia  

4 

4 

1 

\ 

1 

Pleurisy 

6 

1 

2 

Other  diseases  of 
Respiratory  organs... 
Alcoholism  1 

Cirrhosis  of  LiverJ 

Venereal  diseases  

2 

16 

3 

— 

— 

2 

10 

6 

2 

8 

— 

1 . 

3 

1 

1 

Premature  birth 

o 

24 

24 

9 

14 

1 

Diseases  and  accidents 

of  parturition 

1 

QQ 

1 

1 

45 

11 

1 

Heart  diseases  

1 

5 

2 

47 

6 

48 

7 

51 

14 

4 

l 

1 

6 

11 

Accidents  

o ft 

2 

3 

3 

1 

Suicides  

zo 

ft 

5 

Found  Dead  or  Drowned 
Misadventure 

0 

4 

1 

— 

i i 

i i 

— 

4 

1 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

All  other  causes  

x 

48 

5 

3 

8 

86 

156 

121 

154 

27 

4 

58 

•JUO 

All  causes  

874 

126 

35 

25 

30 

319 

339 

355 

428 

77 

14 

147 

&IRTR-RATI!,  DEATH-RATE,  AND  ANALYSIS  OP  MoRTALtTY  IN  TNE  YEAR  1904. 
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Deaths 

under 

one  year 

to  ] .000 

Births. 
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England  and  W ales  ... 

76  Great  Towns 

142  Smaller  Towns 

England  and  Wales,  less  the\ 
218  Towns/ 

Hastings  

